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NOTES FOR APPLICANTS

The Scholarships

The OSF Cambridge Scholarships, which are jointly funded by the Open Society Foundation-London and
the Cambridge Overseas Trust, are intended to provide opportunities for postgraduate study in selected
fields in the United Kingdom for scholars and young professionals who demonstrate both academic
excellence and the potential to become leaders, decision makers and opinion formers in their home
countries. Applicants should have excellent academic qualifications, a clear and precise proposal
describing what they wish to study, and a fluent command of the English language. The scholarships cover
all university and college fees for an eligible MPhil degree course for up to one year, travel to and from the
UK, and basic living expenses for a single person.

Eligible courses at the University of Cambridge in 2012-13:

MPhil in Conservation Leadership

MPhil in Education

MPhil in Environmental Science

MPhil in Environment, Society and Development
MPhil in Environmental Policy

MPhil in Multi-disciplinary Gender Studies

MPhil in Public Health

LLM (Public Law)

Eligibility

1) Applicants must be citizens of and resident in one of the following countries during the academic year
in which they apply for the award:

Belarus Kazakhstan Kyrgyzstan
Macedonia Moldova Palestine
Serbia Turkmenistan Ukraine

Applicants who are temporarily out of the country (for a total period of less than three consecutive
months) may be treated as being resident.

2) Applicants should demonstrate exceptional academic potential, familiarity with the chosen field of
study and clear commitment to open society goals. This requirement will be treated as of considerable
importance in the selection process, and applicants should be sure to complete Section B(6) of the
University of Cambridge’s Graduate Admission and Scholarship Application Form (GRADSAF) fully and
appropriately.

3) Applicants should be planning to return to their home country at the end of the period of study.



4) Applicants should already hold (or expect to hold by the time of taking up the award) a first degree of
an equivalent standard to a good UK second-class Honours degree. Preference will be given to
applicants who have not previously studied outside their home country.

5) Applicants will be required to have passed an English proficiency test (TOEFL or IELTS) before being
offered a Scholarship. The minimum requirement for some of the courses available is in TOEFL 600 (250
in the computer-based test) or IELTS 7.0; however most courses require the higher minimum requirement
of IELTS 7.5, and some IELTS 8.0. Please refer to the University of Cambridge Graduate Studies
Prospectus for further detalils.

6) Employees, employees’ relatives (or former employees who have left employment less than two years
previously) of the Educational Advising Centers or local Open Society Foundations representations
directly involved in the Open Society Foundations Scholarship Programs administration in the region or
of the participating universities will not be eligible to apply.

How to apply

Scholars should obtain information about the relevant degree and its requirements (including English
language requirements) by consulting the University’s Graduate Studies website:
www.admin.cam.ac.uk/univ/gsprospectus/

Application details, including the GRADSAF, can also be seen on the website at
http://www.admin.cam.ac.uk/offices/gradstud/prospec/apply/paper

Applicants should check the requirements for individual courses since additional supporting materials
such as written work may be needed.

Local representatives of Open Society Foundations will assist you by arranging for your application to be
sent to Cambridge, and will also arrange for payment of the application fee. Please submit your
GRADSAF (including all required supporting materials) to the address below by 25 November 2011.
Applications will not be accepted after this deadline.

In the funding section of the GRADSAF, applicants should ask to be considered for the OSF Cambridge
Scholarship.

In addition to GRADSAF, applicants should complete the OSF Cambridge Scholarship Application
Form (and all required supporting materials) and return it to the local OSF/Soros Foundation
Office/Educational Advising Center by 25 November 2011.

Please also enclose with your scholarship application form the Self-Assessment Form whereby you
acknowledge your compliance with the eligibility criteria for this scholarship programme.

Applications that arrive after this deadline, are incomplete or made to ineligible courses will not be
considered for the OSF Cambridge Scholarship.

Students who wish to submit further applications for further courses must apply to the University directly;
applications that arrive directly at the University will not be considered for the OSF Cambridge
Scholarship.

Please note:

= application papers, including accompanying documents, must be single-sided

= do not staple or fasten documents, except with paperclips

= applications must be received by the Local Representative Office no later than (25 November
2011)



Selection procedure

1) All completed applications received by local representatives of Open Society Foundations by the
deadline will be forwarded to the University of Cambridge. Academic staff at the University will compile a
short-list.

2) Short-listed applicants will be invited for an interview and an English language test in their home
country in May 2012. Please keep yourself free around this time. You will be informed by your local
scholarship co-ordinator in May 2012 whether you have been shortlisted or not.

3) Interviews will be carried out by representatives of OSF-London. In certain cases there may also be
a panel member representing the interests of the University.

4) The final awards will be decided jointly by the University and OSF-London. Candidates will be
informed in June 2012. In addition, certain candidates may be offered reserve places for scholarships
(meaning that they may be offered a scholarship if one of the successful candidates withdraws from the
program).

5) Please note that staff at your local representative office are not involved in the decision-making
process. They will tell you as soon as they can whether or not you have been successful. Please
understand they will not be able to inform you until they have been instructed by the University of
Cambridge and OSF-London.

6) Please note that all successful applicants will be expected to attend a one-month preparatory academic
writing summer school in August 2012. The Open Society Scholarship Programs Pre-Academic Summer
Program is designed to prepare Open Society Scholarship Programs scholars for a successful academic
experience in the UK. Successful applicants will be provided with the opportunity to refine their research and
writing skills through intensive courses in academic writing and social sciences. The exact date and location
of the summer school will be available at a later date.

Contact information

Inga Pracute, Open Society Foundation-London email: inga.pracute @osf-eu.org

or

OSF Local Representative Offices

Belarus

European Humanities University
Tauro g. 12

LT-10101 Vilnius

Lithuania

Tel: 00370 5 274 0622

Contact person:

Kevin Reiling: advising@ehu.It

Kazakhstan

Educational Development Center
"BILIM-Central Asia"

Masanchi St., 83, Almaty

050022, Kazakhstan

Tel: +7 727 2597620 [22]

Fax: +7 727 2597622

Contact persons:

Larissa Gorbunova: lgorbunova@bilim.kz



mailto:inga.pracute@osf-eu.org
mailto:advising@ehu.lt
http://www.bilim.kz/page.php
mailto:lgorbunova@bilim.kz

Kyrgyzstan

Soros Foundation—Kyrgyzstan
55A Logvinenko Street
Bishkek

720040

Kyrgyzstan

Tel: +996 312 663475 ext. 112
Fax: +996 312 663448
Contact person:

Rakia Rustemova: rakia@soros.kg

Macedonia

American Educational Center—Youth Educational Forum
Library "Brakja Miladinovci"

Partizanski odredi 22

Skopje 1000

Tel: +389 2 3112 464

Fax: +389 2 3224 981

Contact person:

Bojana Nizamovska: bomzich@gmail.com

Moldova

Educational Advising Center

str. Puskin, 16, Chisinau, MD 2012

Tel/Fax: (373 22)221167, (373 22)221172

Email: eac@eac.md

Contact person:

Angela Muset, Scholarship Program Director: amuset@eac.md

Palestine- TBC

Serbia

Belgrade Open School
Masarikova 5/XVI
Belgrade

11000

Serbia

Tel. (381 11) 3061 371
Fax (381 11) 3613 112
Contact person:

Jelena Babic: ena@bos.rs
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Open Society Foundation Cambridge Scholarship

Eligibility Requirements : Self-Assessment Form

You should complete this form if you are applying for an Open Society Foundation Cambridge scholarship.

By checking off the boxes below, you confirm that you have read the guidance notes for applicants, understand the
eligibility requirements and selection process and are prepared to submit a complete application form with all
required supporting documents. This form should be attached to your application once completed and signed
below.

FAMILY NAME (BLOCK CAPITALS): FIRST NAME(S) (BLOCK CAPITALS):

Please read the statements below and tick the boxes on the right to indicate whether each of
these statements is true or false of you.

A. | am a national of and resident in one of the eligible countries during  true o false o
the academic year in which | apply for the award (I am considered

resident even if | am temporarily out of the country for a total period of

less than three consecutive months.).

B. | already hold or am expecting to hold by the time of taking up the true o false o
award, if my application is successful, a degree of an equivalent
standard to a BA with good marks.

C. I am not a recipient of any other Open Society Foundation fully true o false o
funded scholarship for the 2012-2013 academic year.

D. | have passed or will sit for a TOEFL/IELTS test to obtain a required  true o false o
score by the time of taking up an award (a test will be organized by the
Sponsors for those applicants who are shortlisted after the interviews).

E. I understand that the Sponsors of the scholarship will give preference true o false o
to applicants who have not already studied outside their home region.

F. I am not a current employee, or employee’s relative, of any Open true o false o
Society Foundation representations directly working with Open Society

Scholarship Programs in the region or the participating university and

have not been employed by either of them within the last 2 years.

If you marked all of the above statements as true, you are eligible for the programme. Please submit your
application. If you marked any of the statements above as false, please, be advised that you may be ineligible for
the programme but you can still submit your application if you still wish it to be considered.

If you have any questions concerning any of the criteria listed above, please, contact your local scholarship
coordinator.

Please attach a copy of this form to each submitted scholarship application form.

By signing this form | confirm that the information provided above is correct.

Signature Date



